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Rapids at Sporting KC (3/18/18) Shots: Goals: Sporting
have finally begun playing their way, and the Rapids'
1-0 loss to Sporting shows they're still in danger of
missing the playoffs. After the rout of Real Salt Lake,
Sporting have the look of a mid-table team in Major
League Soccer. The most frustrating thing about the
Rapids' result is how good their chances were. They
outshot Sporting 11-6, but didn't put a single one past
Peter Vermes. They also had several close chances
from distance, as striker Diego Rubio targeted Kevin
Ellis' long throw-in earlier in the game. Regardless,
the Rapids' fan base had more reasons to be excited
than this month's results, and the team's MLS Cup
loss to Seattle should generate more optimism in the
second half of the season. Colorado finished above
Seattle in the standings earlier in the year, and were a
late-playoff bubble team. They have always been
decent at home, but their results away are horrible.
They have been outscored 23-9 in six road games in
2017. They've been up and down this year, but
Saturday's loss to Sporting will likely take the edge off
their momentum. This is the first time this year they
lost consecutive games. Colorado will have a chance to
pick up a positive result against a struggling Houston



Dynamo team on Saturday. Sporting KC have only
played one road game this year, a 2-0 loss against the
Colorado Rapids. The other two, a 1-0 win against the
New York Red Bulls and a 1-1 draw against FC Dallas,
have both been at home. They've also played one
league game at Dick's Sporting Goods Park in 2017, a
2-2 draw against the Columbus Crew in May. This will
be their first trip to Colorado since this year's MLS
Cup. They have one of the top offenses in the league,
and have been able to get out of the gate quickly this
season. In their four MLS Cup Playoff games this
season, they've averaged 2.75 goals per game, with a
1.75 goal differential. That is third-best in the league
in those
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